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We saw his star at its rising
and have come
to do him homage.

Porque vimos surgir
su estrella y hemos venido
a adorarlo.

Matthew 2:2 Mateo 2,2
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WEEKLY EVENTS @ AMHERST CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
ST. BRIGID’S CATHOLIC CHURCH (SB)
NEwMAN CATHOLIC CENTER (NCC)

WEEK AFTER EPIPHANY

CONFESSIONS:

SATURDAY 3:00-3:30 (SB)
BY APPOINTMENT (SB & NCQ)

Monday, January 5
07:30 am — Rosary recited (SB)
08:00 am — Mass (SB)

Tuesday, January 6
07:30 am — Rosary recited (SB)
08:00 am — Mass (SB)

Wednesday, January 7
07:30 am — Rosary recited (SB)
08:00 am — Mass (SB)

Thursday, January 8
07:30 am — Rosary recited (SB)
08:00 am — Mass (SB)

Friday, January 9
12:15 pm — Mass (NCC)

Saturday, January 10
09:00 am — Mass (NCC)
04:30 pm — Mass (SB) The Baptism of the Lord (Vigil)

Sunday, January 11 —The Baptism of the Lord
08:00 am — Mass (SB)

10:30 am — Mass (NCC)

12:30 pm — Mass (SB) Espafiol

AMHERST CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

St. BRIGID’S CHURCH -
SB

Mass Intentions

FIPNANY OF THE LORS

1] 3 ““’"(f‘

SAINT BRIGID’S WEEKLY FINANCIAL REPORT

SATURDAY, JANUARY 3
NCC 09:00 am For the repose of the souls - Doonan Family
The Epiphany of the Lord (Vigil)
SB  04:30 pm +Eleanor Belanger

SUNDAY, JANUARY 4
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
SB  08:00 am +Gina Battistoni
NCC 10:30 am For all deceased members Nguyen/Pham fam.
SB  12:30 pm For the intentions of Gricelle Cruz & family

MONDAY, JANUARY 5
SB  08:00 am +Lazarus Nworah
+Jim Murray

TUESDAY, JANUARY 6
SB  08:00 am +Pauline Mitchell Skodinski

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7
SB  08:00 am +Thomas Stosz

THURSDAY, JANUARY 8
SB  08:00 am +Anthony Reynolds

FRIDAY, JANUARY 9
NCC 12:15 pm For the repose of the sous - Doonan Family

SATURDAY, JANUARY 10
NCC 09:00 am For the repose of the souls - Doonan Family

The Baptism of the Lord (Vigil)
SB  04:30 pm +Stephen Kmiecik, Jr.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 11
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
SB  08:00 am +Alfred & Henrietta LaVerdiere
NCC 10:30 am +Jack Nolan
SB  12:30 pm +Guillermina Gonzalez

PLEASE CALL ST BRIGID’S AND NEWMAN'’S OFFICES,
TO OFFER A MASS INTENTION FOR YOUR LOVED ONES.
THE SUGGESTED MASS STIPEND IS $15.

YOUR GENEROUS OFFERING
WOULD BE GREATLY APPRECIATED.

Weekly Parish Budget — $4,800.00
December 28, 2025 — See next week bulletin

Thank you for your generous and continuous support!

Scan the QR Code to setup your ST. BRIGID’S PARISH
ONLINE GIVING or for a one-time donation. Thank You!
: You can find this QR Code on a

ParishsoFT g {: Secured sticker conveniently

e e located on the back of each pew.

NEWMAN’S WEEKLY FINANCIAL REPORT

December 28, 2025— See next week bulletin

Thank you for your generous and continuous support!

Scan the QR Code to setup your NEWMAN
ONLINE GIVING or for a one-time donation.
For more information or questions,
please call the Newman Catholic Center.




OCIA & Confirmation for Students/Adults Deacon Thomas (Tom) Lynch, 413-549-0300 / ¢. lynch@diospringfield.org
Director of Religious Education: Nancy Garcia, 413-256-6181, ext. 103, amherstcatholicfaithformation@gmail.com
Director of Music / Cantor: Michael McLauglin, newmanmusic@diospringfield.org
Organist: Dr. Klaus Becker, klanbe@gmail.com
Business Manager: [Lary Grossman, 549-0300, ext. 106, nbo@diospringfield.org
Building Manager (NCC): Paul-Miki (Ralu) Ibekwe, 549-0300, ext. 106
newmanbuildingmanager@diospringfield.org
Custodians and Buildings Maintenance (SB): Pablo Mercado, 413-427-2395 — Juan Amaya, ajuan960@gmail.com
St. Brigid’s Cemetery Director: Ron Lashway, Jr., 413-253-3407
Msgr. Lane Pastoral Center Rental Coordinator: George Ryan, 413-330-0131, georya@umass.edu

Hispanic Ministry Director Deacon Adalberto Santiago-Martinez, 4/3-256-6181, a.santiagomartinez@diospringfield org
African Ministry Coordinator Christina Camara, christinacamara@gmail.com
Youth Group Coordinator: Nancy Garcia, 413-256-6181, ext. 103, amherstcatholicfaithformation@gmail.com
Women of Faith Group: Megan Johnson, womenoffaith.amherst@gmail.com
FORGE Men Group: Stephen Rich, smrich@umass.edu
Spiritual Life Committee: Joseph (Joe) Lake, lake@umass.edu
St. Brigid’s Prayer Tree -Our Lady's Rose Garden: Laura MacLeod, 413-472-1121, brigidsamherstprayertree@gmail.com

NCSA Officers FOCUS Missionaries

Email: umass.nsa@gmail.com
President—Andrew Lang
Vice President-Emilie Bell

Esselen Peer Ministers Julie Sulva

Julie.sulva@focus.org

Secretary—Matthew Jamrozek Sgrah MG J Julio Hernandez
Treasurer—Guilherme Eloy sm orz?rl)l;(@%urlnass.e u Julio.hernandez@focus.org
Outreach Coordinator o lac aley J Hopi Graham
Clementine Mankoski Jpdaley@umass.edu Mary.graham@focus.org
Event Coordinator Marco Magpantay
Natalie Gratch Marco.magpantay@focus.org

A RESOLUTION WORTH KEEPING FOLLOW THE STAR

Today, we celebrate the Epiphany of the Lord. The Church reminds us that Christmas is not yet finished, God is still
revealing Himself. The word Epiphany means manifestation: the moment when Christ is shown not only to Israel,
but to all nations, not only to the Angels and holy ones, but to sinners alike. The Magi teach us that when God
reveals Himself, we are meant to respond by moving, seeking, and offering our gifts.

This is what makes Epiphany a perfect feast for the New Year. Many of us have made resolutions, some realistic,
some very hopeful, and some already quietly forgotten. But the Magi show us a better kind of resolution: to keep
our eyes on the STAR and keep walking toward Christ, even when the road is long or unfamiliar.

As a little boy, | always thought Epiphany to have a very “practical” interpretation. As children, we thought the Magi
were incredibly brave, but also slightly confusing. After all, in our African logic, if you’re following a star, you’d
better be sure it knows where it is going. | remember an elder once joking, “In Africa, if someone says ‘follow the
star,” we first ask: who sent the star, and does it have food along the way?”

Yet that wisdom holds true: the Magi trusted God enough to travel, to ask questions, and to change direction
when necessary.

Epiphany teaches us that life and faith are not passive. Like the Magi, we must resolve to follow the STAR in this
New Year, to trust in His guidance and Divine providence, to travel where He leads, to be vulnerable to His
commands, to ask questions when necessary and to have the courage to change direction.

As we begin this New Year, may our resolutions be guided by the same star that led the Magi, not toward perfection,
but toward faithful persistence.

May this New Year be one of faithful following and joyful discovery.

Fp. Val




J HYMNS J
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LLORD

Readings |
To-Go!

Pro: 117 - We Three Kings
To read more about the history and meaning
of this hymn, please see below.
Off: 113 - As with Gladness Men of Old
Comm: 116- What Star is This
Rec: 115 - The First Nowell

> HyYMN SPOTLIGHT Jp

“The text and the tune of this Epiphany carol were both
composed by John Henry Hopkins, Jr., in 1857. The
composer has achieved the folk-song idiom so completely
that he has often been mistaken as the arranger only.”

John Henry Hopkins, Jr., (1820-1891), was a first-
generation American born of an Anglo-Irish father and
German mother. Originally from Pittsburgh, PA, his father,
an Episcopal priest, was appointed the Bishop of Vermont.
Hopkins, Jr. received both is BA and MA from the
University of Vermont before following in his father’s
footsteps as a priest in the Episcopal Church.

- The Hymnal 1940 Companion
"> 1' %o .

They were overjoyed at seeing the
star, and on entering the house
they saw the child with Mary his

mother. They prostrated
themselves and did him homage.

MATTHEW 2:10-11A

«la adoracion eucaristica

) es el mayor acto

3 %‘//// de santidad enla tierra».

8 g San Peter J. Eymard

“Fucharistic Adoration
is the greatest act
of holiness on earth.”

St. Peter J. Eymard

Jueves 8:30am-6:00

Thursdays 8:30am- .
6:00pm o pm

Parroquia Santa
Brigida

Hora Santa Espaiiol 5.
épm

St. Brigid’s Church
«First Friday of the
Month

After the 12:15pm Mass

(*during academic year only) (#solo durante el aiio aca-

GREETINGS FROM ST. JOHN SEMINARY

Since we are still within the
Christmas Octave, it is fitting to
wish you a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.

It was truly wonderful to be back - ,
with the parish community, even \ l/
for a short while during my

Christmas break, and to see the

church so full and vibrant. I would like to sincerely
thank you all for your Christmas gifts, as well as for
your kindness and generosity. It truly means a great
deal to me, and I am beyond grateful.

As we begin this New Year, I pray that we will all
continue to draw closer to God and strengthen our
relationship with Him through the love and grace of
the sacraments. Please continue to keep me in your
prayers, as I always keep you in mine.

I look forward to the successful completion of the
second half of the academic year. Thank you once
again, and may God continue to bless you all
abundantly.

Your Son in Christ,
Seminarian Michael Uzoma

ST. BRIGID’S

The Prayer Tree prays for the
PRAYER TREE

intentions of Pope Leo, those of our
Bishop Byrne and our
Rev. Fr. Valentine,
and the requests from
o our parish community.
WE ARE ALIVE IN PRAYER!

&2 brigidsparishprayertree@gmail.com
. 413-472-1121

Please send in the names of those
intentions you would like to pray for,
particularly those who are ill, to:

THE HOLY FATHER'S PRAYER INTENTIONS

PoPE LEO XIV
FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY 2026
FOR PRAYER WITH THE WORD OF GobD.

Let us pray that praying with the Word of
God be nourishment for our lives and a source
of hope in our communities, helping us to build a more
fraternal and missionary Church.

310 HoLy YEAR 2025
. ANO SANTO 2025
8 DpEC 25 — 8 JAN 26
[=1:; ;';E_l CENTRO CATOLICO NEWMAN
37
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CENTENARY CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS

BEAUTIFUL KEEPSAKES COMMEMORATING
ST. BRIGID'S CHURCH
100TH ANNIVERSARY OF ITS DEDICATION

IN THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS
DONATION NOW IS ONLY
$20 EAacH / 4 x $50

AVAILABLE AT ALL MASSES
AND AT THE PARISH OFFICE

YOUR DONATION SUPPORTS OUR PARISH

'NEWMAN

CATHOLIC CENTER
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DIOCESE OF SPRINGFIELD
PROMISE TO

PROTECT

ST. BRIGID CATHOLIC CHURCH

THE EPIPHANY
OF THE LORD
JANVARY 4, 2026

OUR CHILDREN'S
ACTIVITIES SECTION

LA EPIFANIA
DEL SEfNoR

4 pe ENERO DE 2026

SECCION DE
ACTIVIDADES PARA
NvesTrROS NIit0OS

'
o i ";._-

’SAVE THE DATESS

St. Brigid’s Monsignor Lane Pastoral Center

OFFICE OF SAFE ENVIRONMENT & VICTIM ASSISTANCE

FLEDGE TO

NEWMAN CATHOLIC CENTER
@ uUlz Can you chogse the )
s correct endings?

1. Jerusalem was to rise up in splendor because:
(a) it was to be rebuilt (b) its enemies would be
defeated (c) its light had come?

2. People would come from Sheba bearing:
(a) gold and frankincense (b) arms (c) gifts = :
from God? B : . 4

3. St. Paul said that Gentiles and Jews were now: . . ol i
(a) made equal in Christ (b) separated for ever
(c) under God's curse?

4, The astrologers sought a new king because:
(a) they had seen his star (b) they had studied
ancient books (c) they had had a vision?

5. After they saw Jesus, the astrologers:
(a) reported to Herod (b) returned by a
different route (c) stayed for a year?

ANSWERS

mr"—
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EVENTS IN OUR DIOCESE OF SPRINGFIELD

DIVINE MERCY MINISTRY TO SENIORS
Volunteers are needed to spread Jesus’ message of Divine
Mercy to seniors in local nursing homes and assisted living
facilities. As a volunteer prayer group leader, you would lead a
weekly 30-minute Divine Mercy prayer group using a simple
prepared model of readings, prayers, and the Chaplet of Divine
Mercy. If you feel that the Lord is calling you to this ministry of
mercy, please contact Mary Higgins. (413) 552-7231 or email
Mary at: DivineMercyMinistryToSeniors@gmail.com.

NIGHT IN BETHLEHEM,

AN EPIPHANY CELEBRATION
Families are invited to St Michael's Parish in East Longmeadow
on Friday, January 9th for "A Night in Bethlehem, An Epiphany
Celebration." Held at the Parish Community Center from 6:30 to
8:00 PM where children can experience the sights and sounds of
a Jerusalem Marketplace, live animals, and a living nativity.
There is no admission fee for the evening, but a freewill
donation will be accepted to defray the cost of the animals from
the Forest Park Zoo.

PILGRIMAGE TO IRELAND
From the majestic Rock of Cashel and Blarney Castle to the se-
rene Cliffs of Moher and the venerable Kylemore Abbey, each
day is filled with opportunities for reflection, prayer, and com-
munity. We will celebrate Mass in historic churches, visit iconic
landmarks, and immerse ourselves in the rich heritage of this
beautiful place - Ireland. Cost per person $3585 includes airfare
from Boston. Registration opens soon. Group size is limited and
we expect this trip to fill up quickly. If you are interested, con-
tact Msgr. Mike 445-5789. For more information, visit
diospringfield.org/events
https://www.johnpaulpilgrimagesandtours.com/project/

shershanovich/
Y T h 'F.-.-":. :
= !
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PARROQUIA SANTA BRIGIDA

LA EPIFANIA DEL SENOR
4 DE ENERO DE 2026

. ENLACE LECTURAS DE LA SEMANA [E:i53E

https://bible.uscch.org/es &

Watch fullepisodes "Realto Reel," & ‘The Chalice
of Salvation, ‘on the Diocesan Youtube Channel!

December 26, 2025
Dear Valued Donor,

We would like to extend our heartfelt
gratitude for your generous support of
the Beacon of Faith capital campaign.
Your generosity and commitment to your parish and our
diocese is truly invaluable and we are very appreciative
of your contributions.

Recently, during an update to our computer systems, we
experienced a technical computer glitch, which resulted
in donors erroneously receiving incorrect pledge cards
while some donors should not have received them. We
apologize for any confusion this may have caused and
assure you that the issue has been resolved.

Thank you again for your generosity. We are truly
blessed to have your support!

God Bless you and your family and a Happy and
Blessed New Year!!

Christine Peyman

Assistant Director of Development

(413) 452-0504

ANUNCIOS SEMANALES

REZO DEL ROSARIO: 7:30 am antes Misa lunes- jueves.
INTENCIONES DE MISA: Por favor llame a la Oficina
Parroquial, para ofrecer una intencion de Misa por sus
seres queridos (persona fallecida, cumpleanos, aniversario
de bodas, accion de gracias, una gracia, bendiciones, salud,
cirugia proxima, viaje, o graduacion.) Si desea que se
publique en el boletin semanal, llame con dos semanas de
antelacion. El estipendio sugerido es de $15 por cada Misa
Su generosa ofrenda sera muy apreciada.

FELIGRESES CONFINADOS EN CASA: Siusted o
alguien que usted conoce le gustaria estar en nuestra “Lista
de feligreses confinados en casa” para una visita mensual,
por favor llame a la oficina de la Parroquia o comuniquese
con el Didcono Adalberto.

RECEPCION DE SACRAMENTOS

Llame a la oficina o envie un correo electronico al
DIACONO ADALBERTO SANTIAGO-MARTINEZ, DIRECTOR
DE LA COMUNIDAD HISPANA DE SANTA BRIGIDA, para la
recepcion de todos los SACRAMENTOS (Bautismo*, Primera
Comunion, Confirmacion, Matrimonio, Uncion de los
Enfermos, OCIA (Orden de Iniciacion Catolica para Adultos),
Misa de Quinceafiera y Direccion Espiritual.

*Clase pre-bautismal tercer sabado del mes, 6:00 pm. Una vez
recibidos en la oficina todos los documentos requeridos y
asistido a la clase pre-bautismal, se confirmard la fecha del

bautismo a celebrarse el tercer domingo de cada mes después
de la Misa de 12:30 pm.

INTENCION DE ORACION DEL

PAPA LEON XIV
PARA EL MES DE ENERO 2026

Por la oracion con la
Palabra de Dios

Oremos para que la oraciéon con la Palabra de Dios
sea alimento en nuestras vidas y fuente de esperanza
en nuestras comunidades, ayudandonos a construir
una Iglesia mas fraterna y misionera.

ADORNOS NAVIDENOS DEL CENTENARIO

HEBRMOSOS RECUERDOS CONMEMORATIVOS DEL
100 ANIVERSARIO DE LA DEDICACION DE LA
IGLES1A SANTA BRIGIDA

EN EL ESPIRITU DE LA NAVIDAD

LA DONACION ES AHORA SOLO DE
$20 capAa uNO / 4 x $50

DISPONIBLES EN TODAS LAS MISAS
Y EN LA OFICINA PARROQUIAL

Tu DONACION APOYA A NUESTRA PARROQUIA.




UNA RESOLUCION QUE VALE LA PENA MANTENER: SEGUIR LA ESTRELLA

Hoy celebramos la Epifania del Sefior. La Iglesia nos recuerda que la Navidad aun no ha terminado, que Dios sigue
revelandose. La palabra Epifania significa manifestacion: el momento en que Cristo se muestra no solo a Israel,
sino a todas las naciones, no solo a los angeles y a los santos, sino también a los pecadores. Los Reyes Magos nos
ensefian que cuando Dios se revela, debemos responder movilizandonos, buscando y ofreciendo nuestros
dones.

Esto es lo que hace de la Epifania una fiesta perfecta para el Ao Nuevo. Muchos de nosotros hemos hecho
resoluciones, algunas realistas, otras muy esperanzadoras y otras ya silenciosamente olvidadas. Pero los Reyes
Magos nos muestran un tipo de resolucion mejor: mantener la mirada fija en la ESTRELLA y seguir caminando
hacia Cristo, incluso cuando el camino es largo o desconocido.

De nifo, siempre pensé que la Epifania tenia una interpretacion muy «practica». De nifios, pensabamos que los
Reyes Magos eran increiblemente valientes, pero también un poco confusos. Al fin y al cabo, segun nuestra Iégica
africana, si sigues una estrella, mas vale que estés seguro de que sabe adénde va. Recuerdo que un anciano
bromed una vez diciendo: «En Africa, si alguien dice "sigue la estrella", primero preguntamos: ;quién envié la
estrella y hay comida en el camino?».

Sin embargo, esa sabiduria es cierta: los Reyes Magos confiaron lo suficiente en Dios como para viajar, hacer
preguntas y cambiar de direccion cuando era necesario.

La Epifania nos ensefia que la vida y la fe no son paswas Al igual que los Reyes Magos debemos decidir seguir la
ESTRELLA en este Afio Nuevo, confiar en Su guia y en la providencia divina, viajar adonde El nos lleve, ser
vulnerables a Sus mandatos, hacer preguntas cuando sea necesario y tener el valor de cambiar de direccion.

Al comenzar este Afio Nuevo, que nuestras resoluciones sean guiadas por la misma estrella que guio a los Reyes
Magos, no hacia la perfeccién, sino hacia la persistencia fiel..

Que este Ailo Nuevo sea uno de fiel seguimiento y descubrimiento gozoso.

P. Val

SALUDOS DESDE
EL SEMINARIO SAN JUAN

Dado que aun nos encontramos
dentro de la octava de Navidad, es
oportuno desearles wuna Feliz
Navidad y un Préspero Afio Nuevo.

Fue realmente maravilloso volver a

estar con la comunidad parroquial, - .
aunque fuera por poco tiempo \ ‘
durante mis vacaciones de Navidad, ' V
y ver la iglesia tan llena y animada.

Quiero darles las gracias de todo corazon por sus regalos
de Navidad, asi como por su amabilidad y generosidad.
Significa mucho para mi y les estoy muy agradecido.

Al comenzar este nuevo afio, rezo para que todos sigamos
acercandonos a Dios y fortaleciendo nuestra relacion con

El a través del amor y la gracia de los sacramentos. Por

favor, sigan teniéndome presente en sus oraciones, como A D 0 R A R
yo siempre los tengo a ustedes en las mias.

Espero con ilusion que la segunda mitad del afio 1‘

académico sea un éxito. Gracias una vez mas, y que Dios Al ver de nuevo la estrella, se llenaron

. s oy de inmensa alegria. Entraron en la
siga bendiciéndolos abundantemente a todos. Easa v-vieron a|9m‘ﬁo con Maraien

madre, y postrandose, lo adoraron.
Suh.ljoe-nCrls'to, MATEO 2, 10-11
Seminarista Michael Uzoma

Ij'
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(800) 477-4574 x6444

5 George Hannum St. ¢ Belchertown

Wash packages make great gifts, call
413-519-9285 to ask about our VIP Wash Cards

Show this ad to your
server and save 10%*
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