
 

  

St. Brigid’s Parish Pastor & Newman Catholic Center Director:    Rev. Fr. Valentine Nwọrah 
413-256-6181, ext. 102 / 413-549-0300 ext. 101 / v.nworah@diospringfield.org  

 

St. Brigid’s Parish and Newman Catholic Center Permanent Deacons:   
Rev. Deacon Adalberto Santiago-Martínez                        Rev. Deacon Thomas Lynch  

413-256-6181 / a.santiagomartinez@diospringfield.org         413-549-0300 / t.lynch@diospringfield.org 

Admin Assistant/Development Coord:  Paulina Ortiz-Orive 
413-549-0300 ext. 104 /  newmansecretary@diospringfield.org 

 

Saint Brigid’s 

 Church 

                      StBrigidsAmherst 

Church & Rectory 

122 North Pleasant St., Amherst, MA 01002 
Parish Office, Mailing Address & Pastoral Center 

43 North Prospect St., Amherst, MA 01002 
Parish Office Hours  

Monday-Friday 9:00 am–2:00 pm  

 Mass Times 
Weekdays:  Monday-Thursday 8:00 am 
Friday 12:15 pm at the Newman Center 

Weekends:  Saturday     4:30 pm 
                      Sunday        8:00 am 

                                                       12:30 pm (Español) 
African Nights: 1st Sunday of the Month 4:30 pm** 

    Confessions: Saturday 3:30 to 4:00 pm or by appointment 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Thursday  8:30 am-5:00 pm 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy 3:00 pm 
Spanish Holy Hour (Hora Santa Español) 5:00-6:00 pm 

Benediction 6:00 pm 
Church is opened Monday-Friday 7:30 am-5:00 pm 

saintbrigidsamherst@gmail.com 
413-256-6181 (Phone & Fax) 

https://www.saintbrigidsamherst.org 

                

                     NewmanUmass           
 

               
 
 

 
 

 
 

Building Hours** 
111 Thatcher Rd., Amherst, MA 01003 
Sunday-Thursday 8:00 am to 10:30 pm 

Friday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm 
Saturday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm 

 

During Academic Breaks 
Sunday-Saturday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm 

 

Mass Times 
Weekdays:  Monday-Wednesday 5:30 pm** 

Thursday 8:00 am at St. Brigid Parish 
Friday 12:15 pm 
Saturday 9:00 am 

 

Weekends: 
Sunday 10:30 am and 7:00 pm** 

 

Confessions: By Appointment 
 

Eucharistic Adoration** 
1st Friday of the Month 

after the 12:15 pm Mass until the Saturday 9am Mass 
 

(**during academic year only) 

newmansecretary@diospringfield.org 
413-549-0300 

https://www.newmanumass.org 

 

Newman   

Catholic Center 

  

August 23, 2026 

21ST  S UNDAY  
IN  

ORDINARY  T IME  

“You are Peter,  
and to you  

I will give the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven.” 

 

Matthew 16:19 

23 de agosto de 2026 

21ER  D OMINGO  
DEL  

T IEMPO  ORDINARIO  

“Tú eres Pedro,  
y a ti te daré  

las llaves del  
reino de los cielos.”  

 

Mateo 16, 19 

Administrative Assistant:  Gricelle Cruz 
413-256-6181 ext. 101 / saintbrigidsamherst@gmail.com 

Administration/Development Coord:  Paulina Ortiz-Orive 
413-549-0300 ext. 104 /  newmansecretary@diospringfield.org 



Weekly Parish Budget —  $4,800.00 

August 16, 2026—$2,039.40 

Picnic—$2,021.00  
Thank you for your generous and continuous support! 

 

August 16, 2026—$1,340.00 

 

Thank you for your generous and continuous support! 

 Scan the QR Code to setup your ST .  BRIGID ’S PARISH 

ONLINE GIVING or for a one-time donation.  Thank You! 

You can find this QR Code on a 
sticker conveniently  

located on the back of each pew. 

Scan the QR Code to setup your NEWMAN ONLINE  

GIVING or for a one-time donation.   

For more information, 
 please call the Newman Catholic Center. 

NEWMAN’S WEEKLY FINANCIAL REPORT SAINT BRIGID’S WEEKLY FINANCIAL REPORT 

WEEKLY EVENTS @ AMHERST CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 
ST. BRIGID’S CATHOLIC CHURCH (SB) 
NEWMAN CATHOLIC CENTER (NCC) 

 

TWENTY-FIRST WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

CONFESSIONS: 
SATURDAY 3:00-3:30 (SB) * BY APPOINTMENT (SB & NCC) 

 
 

Monday, August 24 
07:30 am – Rosary recited (SB) 
08:00 am – Mass (SB) 
05:30 pm – NO MASS (NCC) 
Tuesday, August 25 
07:30 am – Rosary recited (SB) 
08:00 am – Mass (SB) 
05:30 pm – NO MASS (NCC) 
Wednesday, August 26 
07:30 am – Rosary recited (SB) 
08:00 am – Mass (SB) 
05:30 pm – NO MASS (NCC) 
Thursday, August 27 
07:30 am – Rosary recited (SB) 
08:00 am – Mass (SB) 
08:30 am – Eucharistic Adoration (SB) 
05:00 pm – Holy Hour [Hora Santa-Español] (SB) 
06:00 pm – Benediction (SB) 
06:15 pm-7:30 pm – African Choir Practice (SB-Library) 
Friday, August 28 
12:15 pm – Mass (NCC) 
Saturday, August 29 
09:00 am – Mass (NCC)  
04:30 pm – Mass (SB) Twenty-second Sunday in OT 
Sunday, August 30—Twenty-second Sunday in OT 
08:00 am – Mass (SB) 
10:30 am – Mass (NCC) 
12:30 pm – Mass (SB) Español 
07:00 pm – NO MASS (NCC) 

 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 22 

NCC   09:00 am          
TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (VIGIL) 

SB  04:30 pm    +Catherine Kelley   

SUNDAY, AUGUST 23 

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

SB  08:00 am  +Cornelia Como  

NCC 10:30 am  +Eugene and Gladys McPherson  

SB  12:30 pm  B-Day Blessings José C.Verdejo-Clemente  

NCC 07:00 pm  NO MASS 

MONDAY, AUGUST 24 

SB  08:00 am  +Beverly Jean Durnakowski  

NCC 05:30 pm NO MASS 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 25 

SB  08:00 am  +Stanley Kielbasa  

NCC 05:30 pm NO MASS 
  

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26 

SB  08:00 am  +Thomas Stosz  

NCC 05:30 pm NO MASS 

 THURSDAY, AUGUST 27 

SB  08:00 am  +Idalia Rodriguez González 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 28 

NCC 12:15 pm    

SATURDAY, AUGUST 29 

NCC   09:00 am      
TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (VIGIL) 

SB  04:30 pm    +Max and Alice Stosz   

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30 

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

SB  08:00 am  +Sue Huestis  

NCC 10:30 am  Thanksgiving for prayers answered from 
    Mr. & Mrs. Nicolas Mata  

SB  12:30 pm  +Idalia Rodríguez González  

NCC 07:00 pm  NO MASS 

Amherst Catholic Community 
St. Brigid’s Church - Newman Catholic Center  

SB                                 NCC 

Please call St Brigid’s and Newman’s offices,  
to offer a Mass intention for your loved ones.   

The suggested Mass stipend is $15.  
Your generous offering would be   

greatly appreciated. 



OCIA & Confirmation for Students/Adults:  
Director of Religious Education:  

 

Director of Music / Cantor:  
 

Organist: 
 

Business Manager:  
 

Building Manager (NCC):  
 

Custodians and Buildings Maintenance (SB): 
 

St. Brigid’s Cemetery Director:  

Msgr. Lane Pastoral Center Rental Coordinator: 

STAFF (CONTINUED)  

 Deacon Thomas (Tom) Lynch, 413-549-0300 / t.lynch@diospringfield.org  
 Nancy García, 413-256-6181, ext. 103, amherstcatholicfaithformation@gmail.com 
 

 Michael McLauglin, newmanmusic@diospringfield.org  
 

 Dr. Klaus Becker, klanbe@gmail.com    

 Lary Grossman, 549-0300, ext. 106, nbo@diospringfield.org  
 

 Paul-Miki (Ralu) Ibekwe, 549-0300, ext. 106, newmanbuildingmanager@diospringfield.org 
   

 Pablo Mercado, 413-427-2395 — Juan Amaya, ajuan960@gmail.com 
 

 Ron Lashway, Jr.,  413-253-3407 

GROUPS AND M INISTRIE S  

Facebook: UMassNSA                  Newman ’s  Students  Organizations            Instagram UMassCatholic 

NCSA Officers 
Email:  umass.nsa@gmail.com 

President—Andrew Lang  
Vice President-Emilie Bell 

Secretary—Matthew Jamrozek 
Treasurer—Guilherme Eloy 

Outreach Coordinator 
Clementine Mankoski 
Event Coordinator 

Natalie Gratch 

 
 

Esselen Peer Ministers 
 

Sarah Moriarty 
smoriarty@umass.edu 

Jack Daley 
jpdaley@umass.edu 

 
 

FOCUS Missionaries 
Julie Sulva 

 Julie.sulva@focus.org 
Julio Hernandez 

Julio.hernandez@focus.org 
Lourdes Navarro 

Lourdes.navarro@focus.org 
Henry Kindler 

Henry.kindler@focus.org 
Heidi McLaughlin  

heidi.mclaughlin@focus.org  

 

FAITH THAT OPENS HEAVEN  

Last Sunday, we reflected on Unwavering Faith, the faith of the Canaanite woman who refused to give up. Today, Matthew 
brings us to another powerful profession of faith. Jesus asks His disciples, “Who do you say that I am?” Peter answers without 
hesitation: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
 

Peter’s declaration is more than the correct answer to a religious question. It is a profound act of faith. Jesus tells him that this 
insight did not come from human reasoning alone: “Flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my heavenly 
Father.” God had prepared Peter for a unique vocation and would use him, despite his weaknesses, as an instrument in 
building Christ’s Church. Jesus then gives Peter an extraordinary responsibility: “You are Peter, and upon this rock I will build 
my Church.” Peter becomes a visible instrument through whom Christ entrusts the keys of the Kingdom. Yet Peter’s authority 
does not originate in Peter himself. Everything he is and does comes from Christ. As St. Paul reminds us, “For from him and 
through him and for him are all things.” 
 

This Gospel challenges us to move beyond simply knowing about Jesus to making a personal profession of faith in Him. Who do 
I say Jesus is by the way I live? Do my choices show that He is truly the Lord of my life? When faith conflicts with convenience, 
popularity, or public opinion, where do I stand? Am I willing to let Christ change my priorities, relationships, and ambitions? Do 
I recognize that God can use even my weaknesses for His purposes? 
 

Peter was not perfect. He would later stumble badly. Yet Jesus chose him, formed him, and entrusted him with a mission. That 
should give all of us hope. God does not wait for perfect people before calling them to serve. He takes ordinary, imperfect 
people and, by His grace, makes them instruments of His Kingdom. 
 

Fr .  Va l   

 Deacon Adalberto Santiago-Martínez, 413-256-6181, a.santiagomartinez@diospringfield.org 
 Christina Camara, christinacamara@gmail.com  
 Nancy García, 413-256-6181, ext. 103, amherstcatholicfaithformation@gmail.com 
 Nelson López, 413-387-8499 
 Megan Johnson, womenoffaith.amherst@gmail.com  
 Stephen Rich, smrich@umass.edu  
 Joseph (Joe) Lake, lake@umass.edu     

 Jan Peterson, amherstcursilloinfo@gmail.com  
 Laura MacLeod, 413-472-1121, brigidsamherstprayertree@gmail.com  

Hispanic Ministry Director  
African Ministry Coordinator  

Youth Group Coordinator:  
Hispanic Music Coordinator  

Women of Faith Group:  
FORGE Men Ministry:  

Spiritual Life Committee: 
Cursillo Movement (English)  

 

St. Brigid’s Prayer Tree -Our Lady's Rose Garden: 

mailto:umass.nsa@gmail.com


21ST SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 
AUGUST 23, 2026 

 
——–———————————————— 

OUR CHILDREN ’S  
ACTIVITIES  

SECTION 
 

================ 
 

21ER DOMINGO DEL 
TIEMPO ORDINARIO 
16 DE AGOSTO DE 2026 

 
——–————————————— 

 

SECCIÓN DE 
ACTIVIDADES  

PARA  
NUESTROS  N IÑOS 

 

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Hymns for the Weekend  

PRO: The Church’s One Foundation 540  
OFF: By All Your Saints Still Striving 220  

To read more about the history and 
meaning of this hymn, please see below. 

COMM: Shepherd of Souls 368  
REC: Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow 217  

 

“By All Your Saints Still Striving,” is a hymn that is 
adaptable to any occasion. Listed below are examples of 
verses memorializing various feast days. Today, we will sing 
the one for the Chair of St. Peter, as the Gospel reading is 
about Peter being declared “the rock.”  

 Eucharistic Adoration * Adoración Eucarística 

Thursdays 8:30am-6:00pm 
St. Brigid’s Church  
*First Friday of the Month  
After the 12:15pm Mass until 
the Saturday 9:00am Mass  
Newman Catholic Center 

Jueves 8:30 am-6:00 pm  
Parroquia Santa Brígida 

Hora Santa Español 5-6pm 
*Primer Viernes del Mes  

después Misa 12:15 pm 
Centro Católico Newman 

 “if you can't see Jesus  
in the Eucharist,  
you can't see him  
in the poor  

Franciscan Capuchins 

“Si no puedes ver a Jesús  
en la Eucaristía,  

tampoco puedes verlo  
en los pobres.” 

 

  

Franciscanos Capuchinos 

*during academic  

year only 

*solo durante  

el año académico  



E VEN TS  IN  OUR  D IOCESE  OF  S PR IN GFIELD   

 FOR UPCOMING, AND  
ONGOING EVENTS  

IN OUR DIOCESE VISIT  

diospringfield.org/calendar 
OR SCAN THE QR CODE. 



  P A R R O Q U I A  S A N T A  B R Í G I D A   
21er Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario 

23 de  agosto de 2026  

Escanee el  
Código QR para 

acceder al sitio web 
de Santa Brígida 

en español. 



 

 

LA FE QUE ABRE EL CIELO 

El domingo pasado, reflexionamos sobre la fe inquebrantable, la fe de la mujer cananea que se negó a rendirse. Hoy, Mateo 
nos presenta otra poderosa profesión de fe. Jesús les pregunta a sus discípulos: «¿Quién dicen ustedes que soy yo?». Pedro 
responde sin dudar: «Tú eres el Cristo, el Hijo del Dios viviente». 
 

La declaración de Pedro es más que la respuesta correcta a una pregunta religiosa. Es un acto profundo de fe. Jesús le dice 
que esta revelación no provino únicamente del razonamiento humano: «No te lo reveló carne ni sangre, sino mi  
Padre celestial». Dios había preparado a Pedro para una vocación única y lo utilizaría, a pesar de sus debilidades, como 
instrumento para edificar la Iglesia de Cristo. Jesús le confía entonces a Pedro una responsabilidad extraordinaria: «Tú eres 
Pedro, y sobre esta roca edificaré mi Iglesia». Pedro se convierte en un instrumento visible a través del cual Cristo le confía las 
llaves del Reino. Sin embargo, la autoridad de Pedro no proviene de él mismo. Todo lo que es y hace proviene de Cristo. Como 
nos recuerda San Pablo: «Porque de él, por él y para él son todas las cosas». 
 

Este Evangelio nos desafía a ir más allá de simplemente saber acerca de Jesús para hacer una profesión personal de fe en Él. 
¿Quién digo que es Jesús por la forma en que vivo? ¿Muestran mis decisiones que Él es verdaderamente el Señor de mi vida? 
Cuando la fe entra en conflicto con la conveniencia,la popularidad o la opinión pública, ¿de qué lado me paro? ¿Estoy 
dispuesto a dejar que Cristo cambie mis prioridades, relaciones y ambiciones? ¿Reconozco que Dios puede usar incluso mis 
debilidades para Sus propósitos? 
 

Pedro no era perfecto. Más adelante tropezaría gravemente. Sin embargo, Jesús lo eligió, lo formó y le confió una misión. Eso 
debería darnos esperanza a todos. Dios no espera a que las personas sean perfectas para llamarlas a servir. Él toma a 
personas comunes e imperfectas y, por su gracia, las convierte en instrumentos de su Reino. 
 

P. Va l   
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60 Shumway Street • Amherst
413-253-5999

Fuel Oil and Kerosene
Full Burner Service and

Installation

• Lawn & Garden
• Power Equipment
• Sales & Service
• General Automotive 
	 Services

41 South Whitney St., Amherst
253-7358 • boydenandperron.com

5 George Hannum St. • Belchertown
Wash packages make great gifts, call

413-519-9285 to ask about our VIP Wash Cards

Home Health Care
COMMONWEALTH

REGISTRY OF NURSES
Rn’s, Lpn’s, Cna’s/Chha’s

Celebrating 37 Years 1989-2026
Home Care. Makes Life Easier.
2 to 24 hrs care/ 7 days a week 

tailored to your needs
Call 413-527-2527

WWW.CRNHOMECARE.COM

Amherst
Knights of 
Columbus

Council 1619
Meeting 2nd

Monday of each 
month 7pm

MHR Parish Hall

KOFC.ORG/JOINUS

PRiMe 
Power & Lighting, LLC.

413-244-2124
Commercial & Residential

Paul R. Miller ~ MA License no. 8593A1
prmillerelec@gmail.com

Trusted • Local • Insured

• INVESTMENTS
• RETIREMENT PLANNING

• LIFE INSURANCE

(413) 256-8351
www.livictus.com

(413) 532-7513

Granite Memorials • Markers • Benches  
& Cemetery Lettering / Engraving

Office & Display Yard:
65 Lyman Street 
South Hadley, MA
Family owned & operated, 
full-service monument 
dealer, open since 1933

NOTRE DAME MONUMENTS, INC.

Contact@notredamemonuments.com
NotreDameMonuments.com

Contact Clare Colamaria
ccolamaria@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x6444

www.rlspropertiesamherst.com
236 North Pleasant Street • Amherst, MA

(413) 253-2120

APARTMENTS 
AVAILABLE

DORSEY
MEMORIALS
Monuments • Markers

Lettering • Cleaning

413 - 253 - 5212
www.DorseyMemorials.com

707 Main St., Amherst MA


