NEWMAN CENTER FALL SCHEDULE
Building Hours: Sun. – Thurs. 8 am to 10:30 pm, Fri. 8 am to 5 pm, Sat. 8 am to 6 pm
Mass Times: Mon.— Fri. 12:15 pm , Sat. 9 am, 4:30 pm, Sun. 8 am, 10:30 am, 7 pm & 9:30 pm
Confessions: Sat. 3:30-4pm or by appointment
Eucharistic Adoration: Wednesdays from 1 –2 pm, Wednesday 8—9 pm

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING CATHOLIC?
We will begin our Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults (RCIA) program in very early October and
will run through the academic year until the
Easter Vigil 2022. Baptism and Full Initiation into
the Church will take place at that Vigil. Deacon
Tom and Fr. Rob will be conducting the classes
throughout the year. Please email Deacon Tom
at deacontom@diospringfield.org and he will
keep you informed as to when the classes will
begin.

Communitas
November 7, 2021
Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
472 North Pleasant Street, Amherst, MA 01002
Tel. 413-549-0300/Fax 413-548-9182
www.newmanumass.org | www.facebook.com/newmanumass
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Newman has been using an on line giving
vehicle for a few years now and we presently
have several Community members and donors
making their monthly contributions
conveniently and securely through We
Share. Using this on line giving allows for you to
share your financial giving simply and easy, safely and securely, and not
having to worry about writing checks for your donations or offertory
collections. We Share allows for you to set up your account according
to your wishes...when you wish the money to be debited from your
account, how much and all while receiving your tax statements at the
end of each calendar year. Interested or have questions, contact Ginny
in the Development Office at Ext. 105.

UPCOMING STUDENT MEN'S
NIGHT: This coming Tuesday,
November 9th we will welcome
Dr. Richard Halgin to speak. Dr. Halgin
has been a UMass Psychology
professor and clinical psychologist for
more than 40 years. He has
published 15 textbooks which have
been adopted at colleges around the
world. He has taught more than
20,000 UMass undergrads, mentored
30 doctoral advisees, and has been
awarded several honors including the
UMass Distinguished Teaching Award.
He is a psychological consultant and
faculty mentor for the Minutemen
Hockey Team, and has served as a
consultant to the Boston Red Sox. He
maintains a clinical practice in
Amherst and Brookline where he
consults with several dozen
psychotherapy clients each week.
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May the souls of the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.
Amen.

Dr. Halgin will speak to the men about
the challenges they face with regard
to anxiety, worry and what prevents
them from acting as men in the
world. Come and join us at 7pm on
Tuesday night in the Burke
Lounge. Pizza will be served.

Purgatory 101:
Mass Intentions
Saturday, November 6
Weekday
9:00am +Medard Le
4:30pm +Peter Lap Ngo
Sunday, November 7
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00am +Medard Le
10:30am +Peter Le Cau
7:00pm +Peter Lap Ngo
9:30pm All Souls in Purgatory
Monday, November 8
Weekday
12:15pm +Peter Lap Ngo
Tuesday, November 9
The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica
12:15pm All Souls in Purgatory
Wednesday, November 10
St. Leo the Great
12:15pm +Peter Lap Ngo
Thursday, November 11
St. Martin of Tours
9:00am +Tom and Caroln Kane
Friday, November 12
St. Josaphat
12:15pm +Medard Le
Saturday, November 13
St. Frances Xavier Cabrini
9:00am +Medard Le
4:30pm +Anthony Le Trong
Sunday, November 14
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8am +Anthony Tanh Le
10:30am +Anna Dao Le
7:00pm +Anna Pham Thi Dieu
9:30pm +Joseph Hieu

Weekly Offering
Weekend Offertory: $2,530

Purgatory is a temporary state of
purification where imperfect saints have the
effects of their sin purged.
Consider this analogy. Have you ever tried
to put a wrinkled dollar bill into a soda
machine? You try your best to straighten it
out but the machine simply can’t receive it
in its wrinkled, tattered state. But if you put
in a crisp, new bill, the machine takes it no
problem. Purgatory is where all the
“wrinkles” are purged and “ironed out.” Remember, the wrinkled dollar is not worth less than the new one it just
needs some help. Put simply, Purgatory means you’ll get to heaven some day, but that you have a few things God
has to “iron out” first.
Purgatory is very much a reality. The early Church fathers encouraged praying for the dead from the very
beginning. It was seen as an act of Christian charity, a way for those living to assist those dead but not yet in
heaven. Many of our Protestant friends do not believe in Purgatory because they believe it has no basis in
Scripture. However, there are several Biblical passages that support the doctrine of Purgatory. It is true that the
word “Purgatory” is not mentioned in Scripture. (Many theological terms that all Christians accept are not found
in the Bible, either: “Trinity,” for example.) The verb purge comes from a Latin term meaning “to purify.” So
Purgatory is a state of cleansing in which our souls are purified from sin.
In Revelation 21:27, it clearly states that, “nothing unclean will enter heaven.” Likewise, in 1 Corinthians 3:15, St.
Paul states that “if someone’s work is burned up, that one will suffer loss; the person will be saved, but only as
through fire.” Clearly, the “fire” mentioned here by Paul cannot refer to hell because he says that the “person will
be saved.” There is no salvation for those in hell. Jesus Himself teaches us that some sins can be forgiven in the
“next world.” Paul prayed for the dead, too. In addition, there is a passage in 2 Maccabees 12:44-46 which clearly
speaks of the existence of Purgatory.
God is perfect holiness. We are called to be perfectly holy. Without perfect holiness, we cannot see God in
heaven. Purgatory is meant for our cleansing and sanctification. All discipline and affliction leads us closer to God,
if we let it. Christ accomplished our justification by dying on the cross. But the Bible teaches us that we are made
holy over time (the process of sanctification), and this process involves suffering. Purgatory is just the final stage
of sanctification for those in need of purification prior to entering the perfect and eternal banquet of heaven.
One final thought – it’s important to note that Purgatory is not a “second chance” for people who die in mortal
sin. We must be vigilant in our pursuit for holiness, trying to avoid all sin – especially mortal sin – at all costs.
Scripture differentiates between mortal (deadly) and venial sins. While mortal sin brings death to the soul, venial
sin wounds the soul.
Purgatory is not something to “aim for.” While many might jokingly say “I just want to make the cut for
Purgatory” it’s interesting to note that the saints who have been given visions of Purgatory don’t describe it as a
picnic, to say the least. We ought to be grateful to God for His great mercy, but at the same time, set our sights
(and souls) on the higher goal of heaven.

“Year of Construction” Update
Greetings, All,
Much has happened over
the past week here at
Newman
regarding both the
construction & our
Capital Campaign:


Currently, we have
raised $1,843,734
from 500 donors to
the Campaign...we are so grateful to our supporters!
 DA Sullivan is readying the site for their winter
work...walls will be going up shortly, electricity is in &
soon they will be wrapping the site so that they can
continue their work even in this New England winter!
 Many of our donors have dedicated their contributions to
a loved one or in memory of a loved one.
 Development is working with our Vendor, Awards &
Company out of Springfield on those commemora
tive plaques. Legacy giving has proven to be very popular in
this campaign and Ginny is working with these donors to ensure that legacy lives on with the next generation of the
Newman Center ministry.
 Our opening Mass of Thanksgiving and Gala is planned for
August 21, 2022...mark your calendar for an
afternoon of celebration & gratitude for all the miracles that
have revolved around our Center & its new
Chapter.
Please remember, there is always time for our
Community members to contribute to our
Campaign...contact Ginny at v.webb@diospringfield.org, or
call 413-549-0300, Ext. 105 to chat about how you can
support this vital and essential ministry on the campus of
UMass Amherst.
The next issues of our Campaign newsletter is scheduled for
after the new year...lots of information will be included
including an annual report on the Campaign.

And, as always, the team at Newman thanks you all for
all you do for the Center, our students and our mission
and ministry!

